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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Vancouver’s first Nepali film festival screens at Langara College 

(VANCOUVER, MARCH 20, 2006)--The Trans Himalayan Aid Society (TRAS), the Nepal Cultural Society of BC (NCSBC) and Langara College Continuing Studies are co-sponsoring Vancouver’s first Nepali Film Festival addressing struggles and triumphs in Nepal. The one-day festival on April 9, 2006 from 1 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. features four films by contemporary Nepali filmmakers. 

“The Nepali Film Festival is timely and topical, particularly given the gravity of the conflict in Nepal,” says Jennifer Hales, volunteer TRAS Director and festival co-organizer. “The war has been raging for 10 years with an estimated 13,000 people killed and thousands more displaced from their homes and villages. We see the film festival as a way to raise awareness about contemporary issues in Nepal.” 

The proceeds from the festival go directly to TRAS-supported projects in Nepal. TRAS has been funding development projects in the Himalayan region for 44 years.

“Today, we are particularly concerned about the implications of the conflict for our partners in Nepal,” says Hales. “Buddha Memorial Home in Kathmandu, for example, is desperately trying to house, feed and educate the increasing flow of poor and orphaned children displaced to the city from their villages. It’s hard for most of us here to imagine trying to work under such conditions.”  

The festival also represents an important collaboration between TRAS, the NCSBC, members of the Canadian Nepali community and Langara College Continuing Studies. “The festival provides a great opportunity for us to join hands locally to help human development projects in Nepal,” says Abi Sharma, NCSBC President and festival co-organizer.  

Film festival tickets are $10 per screening and $16 for the day ($7.50/$12 for students/low income/seniors) and are available at Langara College Continuing Studies at 100 W. 49th Ave or by phone (604-323-5323). Tickets are available in person, cash only at: Cafe Kathmandu (2779 Commercial Drive), People’s Co-op Bookstore (1391 Commercial Dr.), Ten Thousand Villages (1204 Commercial Dr.; 2909 W. Broadway; and 1387 Marine Dr. West Vancouver) and Videomatica (1855 W. 4th Ave).
Schedule:
1 p.m.: Screening 1 –  Andolan Jaari Chha and Numafung
3:30 p.m.: Intermission – Himalayan display tables, handicrafts, refreshments

4 p.m.: Screening 2 –  Dashain 2005 - A Glimpse of Nepali Culture in Vancouver, The Killing Terraces and Bhenda Ko Oon Jasto

6 p.m.: Informal Question/Answer Period

Established in 1962 and based in Vancouver, TRAS (www.tras.ca) funds locally implemented and run projects supporting the health and education of children and youth in Nepal, India and Tibet. Founded in 1999, the NCSBC (www.ncsbc.org) preserves and promotes Nepali identity and culture amongst residents in BC, builds cooperation, goodwill and mutual support among Nepali British Columbians and assists in human development activities in Nepal. Langara College Continuing Studies (www.langara.bc.ca/cs/) is dedicated to lifelong learning and public service through education. Collaborative programs with community organizations further enrich the learning environment of the College and the community's understanding of public issues that affect society. 
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For detailed information about the films, please visit: www.tras.ca/filmfest
For more information, please contact:

TRAS at 604-224-5133 

or

Jennifer Hales at nepalifilmfest@yahoo.ca
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