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COMINGS —GOINGS

AND NEW VENTURES

Mrs. Taring came, the Nepa Study
Tour students went, and everywhere
you look Tibet is in the news — with
atigs, films booksand universty  stu-
dentsdl adding to agrester awvareness
and underganding of this unique and
endangered country.

MRS. TARING arrived on
February 18 (see Dorothea Leach's
aticdeon Page 3), and wewerevery
excited to meet this extraordinary lady
in person. We had hoped to have her
in Vancouver long enough to put on a
evening for dl our BC members, but
her short time here curtailed our plans.
However, for the Directors and the
locd Tibetan community her vist was

awonderful opportunity to talk with a
person who embodies the charm, the
humour, the dtruism and the indomita-
ble spirit of Tibet.

Our fira DEVELOPMENT EDU-
CATION PROGRAM FOR
YOUNG CANADIANS - NEPAL
STUDY TOUR (co-sponsored with
CIDA) left Vancouver on March 13.
This project has kept severa of our
Directors busy over the past few
months. The selectionscommitteewas
impressed with the high cdibre of the
students who gpplied for this experi-
ence, and had ahard time choosing the
eight findigs. Since December, these
enthusagtic Grade 11 students have

been hard & work fundraising for their
tour to Nepa andtraining forit. TRAS
Directors Jennifer Hales (project
leader), Frank and Lynn Beck, and
Duane Webster ran sessonson TRAS
projects, overseas development, per-
sond hedth and safety, culture shock
etc. Jennifer and co-leader Abby Fitch
met often with the students, helping to
mould them into a cohesive group and
taking them on hikesto make surethey
were up to the strenuous trip ahead of
them. No problemsthere! Thisisan
active, motivated, interested group of
young people, fully committed to get-
ting the mogt out of thelr tour.

We have heard via a couple of
mothers that they reached Pokharain
good order — after a comfortable
“6 movi€’ flight to Singgpore (where
the heat hit them like awadl, and some
werethrilledto seetheir first pam tree)
and abrief say in Kathmandu.

(continued on Page 2)
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The Principd of the Buddha Me-
morial Home, Dorje Namgyd, came
to their guest house to pick up the
mountains of clothing the sudents hed
collected for the Home. He was most
grateful for thisgift, and for lettersfrom
Jennifer’ sGrade 4 classto hischildren.
He hopes to have replies ready when
the group returnsto Kathmandu to vist
the Home. Then they were off to
Pokhara, wherethey gazed inawefrom
their hotd  windows a the incredible
mountain scenery. By now they will
be well into their 11 day trek to seven
of the villages which are helped by the
TRAS/CIDA funded ACAP project.
These are remote villages, well off the
usual tourist trekking routes. Our inte-
grated rura development projects are
making a difference for the villagers.

People have asked what tasks our
group will bedoing inthevillages—the
answer isnone. TRAS philosophy is
thet dl the villagers and refugees we
support are perfectly capable of build-
ing schoals, painting hdls, planting trees
— what they need is mora support,
someadviceand money. Sotheseare
what TRAS offers. The duty of our
students will be to spread the word on
their return. Each student is committed
to giving seven illugrated talks to a
variety of audiences —to hdp TRAS
and CIDA educate Canadians about
our overseas partnerships. As one of
the sudents said, theworld isso small
these days, whatever happens in one
part of the world affects dl of us—we
must dl help each other and learn from
esch other.

Therr firg tak will be a the TRAS
Annua Generd Meeting (details on
Page 6) We hopeto see many of you
there.  TRAS is grateful for CIDA’s
support of this opportunity to educate
Canadians and train future volunteers.

NEW VENTURES?

¢ Severa new books about Tibet
have been released, and many of us
have been to see Seven Yearsin Tibet
and Kundun. Have you? The books
ded with different aspects of thered-
ity of Tibet and the films complement
each other well. See Page 5 for re-
views.

¢ WORLD ARTISTS FOR
TIBET is anew movement engaging
artigts from al over the globe to unite
the world around human rights issues.
In July and August 1998 communities
around the world will be show-casng
art, music, theatre, poetry, film, etc,
dedicated to the Tibetan cause. 45
countries are involved in this promo-
tion of freedom and peace for al.

The Vancouver Branch can be
reached at 604-874-8572, and the
North American coordinator is at:

Tel: 718-658-0906

e-mail: artdtibet@aol.com

http://Amww.art4tibet1998.0rg

¢ |In Greater Vancouver no fewer
than 3 new groups have sprung up and
have hdd very successtul film evenings
about Tibet and its problems. Theseare
STUDENTSFORA FREE TIBET
a Simon Fraser University, University
of British Columbiaand Emily Carr In-
ditute of Art and Design.

Congratulations to dl these young
people and artists who are acting out
the Dda Lama s Satement:

““I truly believe that individuals
can make a difference in soci-
ety. Since periods of change
such as the present come so
rarely in human history, itis up
to each of us to make the best
use of our time to help create a
happier world™.

SPONSORSHIPS

Joan Ford

Firg of al | would like to thank dl
the sponsorswho have paid their spon-
sorship dues so quickly. It doesmake
lifeeader for meand Bridget. Tothose
who put the letter aside, you have now
received areminder. Pleaselet usknow
your wishes, as the first payment for
1998 goes out to the settlements on
March 31. | hope some of you saw
the very nice newspaper aticle on the
Buddha Memorial School that Keith
Morgan wrote in the March 8th edi-
tion of The Vancouver Province. If
you missed it, and would like a copy,
please phone the TRAS office.

| have alarge number of girlsat the
Mustang School needing sponsors, as
well as othersin severd different st-
tlements, so please contact me a the
TRAS office if you would liketo be a

part of this program.
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MRS TARING~ SVISIT

Dorothea Leach

At theend of November atelegram
arived informing us that Mrs. Taring,
our much respected and long time
partner in India had been invited to a
Congressional Prayer Breakfastin
Washington, DC, in February, 1998.
Assheisnow 87, her grandson, Tenor
Taring, was to accompany her.

When Ingeand George Woodcock
were in India in 1962 and became
aware of the plight of the Tibetan refu-
gess, they not only met His Holiness
the Dalai Lama but also went to
Mussoorieto vigt theTibetan Homes

Foundation (of whichMrs Taringwes |

the Secretary Generad) and the Cen-

tral School for Tibetans (runby Mr. |

Taring). The Woodcocks were very
impressed by the devotion and dedi-

cation both Taringsbrought to their task
of looking after hundreds of children,

many of them orphans. They became
firm friends and for more than 3
decades TRAS cooperated with Mrs.

Taring— creating agponsorship scheme,
supporting the old people, purchasing
Canada House a Mussoorie, offering
vocationd training to hundreds of the
young people, eic. Mrs. Taring took it

upon hersdlf to supervise each project,

which was for us a guarantee that it

would be successful. Many times she
appeared in our Newdetter and “Mrs.

Taring” became a household word.

However, very few Directors ever met
her and now shewas coming to Canada
and weall hoped to be ableto have an
event at which our memberscould meet
her. Unfortunately she could only stay
two daysin Vancouver.

The event in Washington was to
honour people who had made signifi-
cant contributionsto their communities
and 4000 were invited. Mrs. Taring
very much enjoyed the celebration; she
was asked to speak at three different
gatheringson behdf of the Tibetansand
shedso met President and Mrs. Clinton
(to whom she presented her book,
Daughter of Tibet). Mrs. Clinton as-
sured her most sincerdly that shewould
read it.

Mrs. Rinchen Taring

After dl theexatement in Washing-
ton, Mrs Taring and Tenor sarted ona
grand tour of reatives and friends in
North America, findly ariving in Van-
couver on February 18 in very good
spiritsand not tired at al! Mrs. Wood-

cock had invited us for lunch and we
went there from the airport. It was
wonderful and very touching to see
thesetwo long timefriends meet again,
something neither had ever thought
possible.

In the past Barry and | had stayed
many times with the Tarings ether a
Mussoorie or Rgpur where they re-
tired. | was therefore very happy to
have Mrs. Taring and Tenor stay with
me and to hold an “open house’ for
our loca Tibetans and dso the TRAS
Directors. Mogt of the locd Tibetans
live in the White Rock — South Surrey

5 area and 20 of them arrived in the
B eveningwith a wonderful pot luck Ti-

betan dinner. Some of them had been
educated at the Tibetan HomesFoun-
dation while Mrs. Taring was running
it and they were overjoyed to see
“Amada’ (Mother) again and weresur-
prised to find that sheremembered most
of them, even though hundreds of chil-
dren had passed through the Homes.
IN1959, Mr. Taring filmedtheDdal
Lama on his vigt to the three mgor
monasteries near Lhasa where thou-
sands of monks had gathered to ob-
serve His Holiness in debate with
learned lamas during the Monlan cd-
ebrations. Although taken by an ama-
teur, the film is fascinating and very
colourful. Indeed many scenes could
have been taken at the time of Marco
Polo; it seems as if nothing had
changed. Mr. Taring gave a copy of
the film to the Woodcocks and TRAS
used it for fundraising in the 1970's.

(continued on page 4)
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Tenor Taring (grandson), Joan For d (Sponsorship Director), Beth Whittaker (Director),
Mrs. Rinchen Taring, DorotheaLeach (Secretary) & John Conway (past president)

At present TRASDirector Graham
Peat is usng his expertise to upgrade
the footage to make a more profes-
sond filmwhich we could use now that
thereissuch aninterest in Tibet. Mrs.
Taring kindly consented to be inter-
viewed by Graham on the making of
thefilmand asototel of her memories
of “old Tibet”. Hecameinthemorn-
ing with two cameramen and we were
dl alittleanxiousnot to overwork dear
“Amaa’. But no, she was very keen
to answer any question and we had to
stop her to have lunch and a rest be-
fore the TRAS Directors cameto vigt
in the afternoon and evening.

All were impressed with her deep
concernfor her people, her energy and
lively interest - and her charming way
of soliciting help.

A CONGRESSIONAL
BREAKFAST AND A CUP OF
TEA

Mrs. Taring is a great fund raiser
and came prepared —she had areceipt
book with her! Welearned thet at the
Congressional Prayer Breakfastin
Washington she had been on the war-
pathtoo. A British MPwasmotivated
to promise fundsto build decent hous-
ing for 150 familiesin the Rgjpur area.
No doubt he was touched by her sn-
cerity and compassion for her people
and promised hissupport. Inreturnshe
assured him that she would administer
and oversee the congruction. It will
be well planned and executed, as we
have experienced so many timeswhile
cooperating with her on many diverse
projects. | know her ability to evalu-
ate architectura plans, make suitable
changes, and buy bricks and cement —
haggling with the trades people for the
best price!

Mrs Taring told usthat recently she
had been invited for tea by a group of
80 ederly Tibetans whose settlement
had nowhere for them to gather and

™ pray. Horrified a the thought of these

old people outside in al weethers, she

: found a space between two buildings
| and received permission to build on it

(the Minigter responsible just happen-

ing to be in town that day). A Dutch
supporter visited soon after and Mrs.
Taring asked for help. Theentirefund-
ing was immediately guaranteed and a
chequearrived soon after from Holland.
Mrs. Taring went in triumph to the
loca bank to deposit it, only to discover
she would need to form a society to
open acharitable bank account for the
old people. Nottoworry, theloca wel-

fare officer was seen outside, and he
quickly responded to her pleafor help
by depositing the money in the settle-
ment bank account up the road, spe-

cidly eearmarked for anew prayer hall.

On the very day we met her in
Vancouver, the building was to be
darted. A fortuitous (or judicioudl) cup
of teal!

Weweredl very sad to see her go.
However, no doubt those of us who
met her will now read her book,
Daughter of Tibet, again or for thefirg
time and enjoy it even more, hearing
her voice as shetdls her incrediblelife
dory.

Lenb

Mrs Taring& Dorothea Leach
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REVIEWS OF FILMS AND BOOKS

Graham Peat

TIBET ON THE BIG SCREEN

Thiswinter wasbrightened for many
by the release of two much anticipated
magor filmson Tibet. SEVEN YEARS
IN TIBET showsustheforbiddenland
that once was seen through the eyes of
awederner (Heinrich Harrer) wholived
among the Tibetansfrom 1943 to 1950.
In his role as tutor to

toice skatefrom Brad Fitt (Harrer) are
portrayed by our Tibetan friends in
Vancouver who went to WilliamsLake
to shoot this gleeful scene.

Martin Scorcese’ s Kundunismore
reverent in tone, thanksto screenwriter
MélissaMathison’ s buddhist perspec-
tive and her many interviews with the

theyoungDda Lama,
Harrer was exposed
to the kindness and
wisdom that changed
his outlook forever.
KUNDUN, however,
is the Dala Lama's
own story, entirely
from his point of view
andthereforearevda
tion to us as we're
shown the inner
workingsof the Potda
and the boy-king's
impressions of the
same events that
Harrer experienced

Potala - Lhasa Tibet

a the screening and the Tibetan Cul-
turd Society’s dancers performed for
the audience of 650. At the Kundun
premiere, most onethird of the audi-
ence were Tibet supporters, and most
seemed quite moved by the experience.

Kundun does seem to be the fa
vourite of both Tibet supporters and
critics. Common criti-
dansof Seven Years
were focussed on
Brad Aitt' sportrayd of
Harrer and the feding
that there was too
much of his character
and not enough of the
fascinating Tibetans!
Kundun, however, isa
little less accessble to
the maority of
filmgoersand therefore
may not be as widdly
seen. Ultimatdly both
films make an impor-
tant contributionto our
understanding of what

fromtheoutsde. Both
filmsendwith flight from Tibet —Harrer
in 1950 and His Holiness in 1959.

What Seven Yearsdoesbest isrec-
retelifein Lhasaso sunningly thet even
our local Tibetans said it took thelr
breath away. Director Jean-Jacques
Annaud has done asuperb job of pre-
serving for us (on film) aculturethet is
no more. Although mogt of the sets
were built in Argentina, many of the
“Himalayan” peaks are familiar BC
mountains, and those Tibetanslearning

Daa Lamato consult on the accuracy
of her portrait of his early years. The
costumes, the set design, the cinema:
tography and editing dl flow around
Phillip Glass compelling scoreto cre-
ate akind of meditative higtory thet is
told in layers, both documentary-like
and yet very persond.

We were fortunate to have our
Tibetan community at the Vancouver
premieres of both films. Those who
acted in Seven Yearswere introduced

happened to Tibet and
one story complements the other.

Both movies have excdlent scores
and are available on CD. | am par-
ticularly fond of Glass Oscar-nomi-
nated score for its use of red Tibetan
ingruments and voices. Thetwo films
will soon beavailableonvideo. Seven
Yearsagppearsfor renta on April 7and
Kundun will likely be rdleased in the
early summer.

(continued on page 6)
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TIBET IN PRINT

Recent reviews in the Economist
(Feb 14, 1998) and the Guardian
Weekly (Oct 12, 1997) highlight three
books on Tibet:

* The Snow Lion and the
Dragon: China, Tibet and the
Dalai Lama, by Mdvyn Goldgein,
tracesthe higtory of Tibet from the sev-
enth century to the present.

» Dawa Norbu, in Tibet: The
Road Ahead, alsolooksat the history
of Tibet and its future, with the added
interest of apersond account. Itisthe
dory of the*lost Tibet” that isso com-
pelling, but both authors end with a
glimmer of hope that moderates in
Chinabdieveinamoresengtive policy
towards Tibet.

* Thethird book is Fire Under
The Snow, by Paden Gyatso, amonk
imprisoned and tortured by the Chinese
for 33years. After hiseventua escape
to Dharmasda, the Dda Lama gave
him a tape recorder to tell his sory.
Fellow Tibetan Tsering Shakya trans-
lated the tgpes and in lucid, €egant
English turned them into this extraordi-
nary, haunting sory. Tsering's knowl-
edgeof Tibetan history putsthebook’s
eventsinto context, and hisuniqueblend
of Tibetan upbringing and Western edu-
cation help him convey adistinctly Ti-
betan story to a mainly non-Tibetan
audience. To order from Culture Shop,
London:

Phone: (44) 181 324 5503
Fax: (44) 181 324 5678
emall: bid@mail.bogo.co.uk

Tras T-shirts

and blue border.

PriCE.
* $15.00 for the front design
* $15.00 for the back design
and afront logo
* postage $2.00
Order them from the office.

AN EVENING WITH TRAS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday - April 29, 1998
7.30pm at the Lutheran Campus Centre
5885 University Blvd.,

Vancouver, BC

(corner of University Blvd and Wesbrook Mall)

There will be a short business meeting, followed by a dlide show

“EYESOF YOUTH ON NEPAL"
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT

Eight Grade 11 students from Greater Vancouver share their dides and comments on TRAS projectsin
Nepa after their recent development education tour, sponsored by TRAS and CIDA.

Refreshments

Crafts
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SPOTLIGHT ON SHILLONG

Duane Webster

Megahdaya, one of the smdlest sates
inIndia, isStuated between Assam and
Bangladesh. This gate, dong with Six
other “dgter” stateswhich comprisethe
NORTHEASTERHILL STATES, hes
long been dl but seded off from the
outsde world. The capital, Shillong,
with its ralling hills and degant pines,
has often been called “the Scotland of
theeat”. Shillong, onceafavouriteholi-
day resort for the British, was one of
the areas chosen by the Indian govern-
ment for placement of Tibetan refugees.

Col. Robert Snaize

TRAS hasbeen funding avariety of
projects in the Shillong area Snce the
early 1960's. Wewerefirgt introduced
tothisdigrict by our longtimefriend and
partner in IndiaCaptain Bill Davinson.
As Captain Davinson was with
MY RADA (Mysore Rehatilitation and
Deveopment Agency) and therefore
working mainly insouthern India, hein-
troduced us to Col. Robert Snaize,
VSM (retd). Col. Snaizeisthe Execu-
tive Director of NERDA (NorthEastern
Rura Development Agency) . Over the
past few decades, Col. Snaizehasbeen

our liaison with the Tibetan Commu-
nity in Shillong. Our most recent joint
project, was the funding for the reno-
vation of their school buildings. The
school building, arenovated and con-
verted “godown” (storage shed) was
origindly funded by TRASMYRADA
in the mid 1980's. Over the years the
school’ s populationincreased and there
was a great need for expansion. In
1995-96, Cal. Snaize (with funding by
TRAYS) capably organized: the con-
struction of atwo storied hostel build-
ing (able to accommodate 50 students
ineech hogd); asmal saff quarters;
the renovation of the kitchen and stor-
age room,; the installation of piped
drinking water, bathing facilities and
latrines, and afour bed infirmary. Un-
der the Colond’ swatchful eye, thisun-
dertaking was accomplished in short
time and with minima expense! .
Miss Passang Lhamo is the new
Head Midtress of the Tibetan School
(Shillong). She is adynamic and most
adtute individud. She and Col.Snaize
work well as ateam. He helps put the

AR
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Passang Lhamo (Head Mistress)
school together, and she makes sure
thet it runsefficently. Theschool pres-

ently has 134 sudents. Approximetely
half of the students are boarders (69)

and the remainder are “day scholars’.

They are still utilizing the original
“godown” whichisnow subdividedinto
sx classsooms. This dructure is rep-

idly deteriorating due to age and
severe weather. Shillong is a mere
56km from the “wettest place in the
world”. Cherrapunjee, a small market
town to the south, hasthe distinction of
having had the greatest amount of rain-

fal ever recorded in a single day —
104cmin24hours!!! Small wonder thet
TRAS is awaiting a proposd for the
congtruction of new classrooms.
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