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Education Centers for Children 

The village education support centers have been established with the purpose of providing 

educational support to children and as well as improving their knowledge in the area of cleanliness & 

environmental issues, caste and gender equality, and child rights generally which are not taught in 

the schools. Eleven education support centers continuously conducted the teaching and learning 

process throughout the year. From November 2021 to April 2022, eleven education support centers 

were running efficiently in Rarkhila, Dangikhola, Gallibasura, Pathura, Silani, Gailek, Tadi, Gairkhal, 

Badarkot, Simalkha, and Uncha kot Malla.  

Different syllabus-based and extracurricular activities have been organized among the children 

through the education support centers.  Education support centers encouraged peer learning of 

children and tried to develop a culture of curiosity and questions. Different creative and learning 

activities, songs, painting, and games were also organized and conducted in Education Support 

Centers.    

365 Children (157 Males and 208 Females) from the underprivileged and deprived section of 

society benefited through Education Support Centers.    

     Education Support Centers   

  SN Village Name    District Total Children Enrolled  Male Female 

1 Dangikhola   Almora   50  22 28 

2 Pathura   Almora   47  17 30 

3 Rarkhila   Almora  35  17 18 

4 Gallibsura   Almora  36  12 24 

5 Silani   Almora  23  11 12 

6 Gailekh   Almora  22  11 11 

7 Tadi   Nainital  19  7 12 

8 Gairkhal   Nainital  40  16 24 

9 Badarkot   Nainital  30  16 14 

10 Simalkha   Nainital  33  16 17 

11 Uncha Kot Malla   Nainital   30  12 18 



 

 

365 children up to the 10th standard were registered at village education support centers and they 

are receiving education support through local facilitators who run the centers. Basic help and 

guidance on the subjects of Hindi, English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Geography have been 

provided by the facilitators as curriculum activities. Children also learned story and poem 

writing and telling, craft, drawing, and singing in the above centers.  

Children also celebrated the important days and organized the awareness drive on Environment 

issues, hygiene, child rights, Rights to Education, and Covid-19 Vaccination.   

 

Case Study-1  

Name: Ankit  

Class: 4 

Village Name: Rankhila, Block: Hawalbagh 

Ankit’s village is Rankhila. He is studying in class 4th. There are 7 

people in Ankit’s family including his parents, grandmother and 

siblings. The financial condition is very bad, Ankit’s father has a 

private job in Almora to help care for the family. Due to poor 

financial condition, Ankit’s mother works as a laborer as well as 

farming so that household expenses can be met. Due to both 

parents working, they could not pay attention to Ankit’s studies. 

He could not understand the teacher’s teaching in school, 

because of this he did not like to go to the school. He used to 

leave home for school but never went and used to hide 

somewhere along the way. When he did go to school he had to 

listen to the scolding from his teachers. When he first started 

coming to the education center last year, he did not like to go the school and study. At the 

education center, he was taught through different activities like flash cards, card boards, 

charts, games and creative activities like songs, dance etc. which generated his interest in 

studies and enhanced his confidence. Now he has great interest in studies, and he comes to 

the center daily. He also participates in meeting of child’s group. 

 

 

 

 

 Total Children      365  157 208 



Case Study-2  

Child name: Kamal  

Age 9 in Class 4 

Address:  Simlkha Betalghat 

Kamal is a resident of village Simalkha. He is 9 years old and 

studies in class 4 in the primary school in the village. His mother 

and his father are farmers and this is their only income source. 

He is youngest in his family and stubborn in nature. The family 

members were forced to accept his all demands, he also denies 

to go school regularly due to which family members are worried 

about him. His mother brought him to a support center, initially, 

he faced some challenges, but gradually he started liking it. The 

support center facilitator helped Kamal in his school studies. 

Along with his parents a child personal plan was made. Now Kamal regularly goes to school and 

the education support center. Now he leads students of his school, comes regularly to the center 

and actively joins the programs. 

He co-operates in house cleanliness and maintains personal cleanliness. Kamal’s parents thanked 

the support center and also teachers started to praise their child. 

 

Case Study-3  

Name:  Pooja  

Address: Pathura 

Block: Hawalbagh 

Pooja  is a resident of village Pathyura of Hawalbagh block. 

Her parents maintain household expenses by doing laboring.  

Her mother’s health is often poor. Pooja’s family is quite large, 

9 in all with six sisters. One of her elder sisters got married 

after class 12th and one sister, Poonam, is currently studying in 

class 12   with financial help under the Voice of Children’s 

project.  

Pooja is in class 9 and since 2020, she has become a regular at the Education center. When 

Puja initially joined the Education center she is of shy and introvert and weak in 

mathematics. With the support of Education support center, she is now better at her studies 

and more active and is passing with good grades. She always participates in programs 

organized by the organization. She likes to participate in essay, drama, painting competition 

and always gets first position in events. The Education center motivated her to appear in 

entrance examination of the pre-matric scholarship. This is the Government scholarship for 



meritorious students. It encourages parents from underprivileged communities to send their 

school age children to school, lightens their financial burden on school education and 

sustains their efforts to support their children to complete their education. She gave a 

competitive exam in pre-matric level scholarship in her school, in which she got first 

position. Because of this she gets Rs.1500 every month to help her in her studies. She gives 

credit to Education support Centre of Pathura Village conducted under the VOC project.   

 

Monthly Meeting with Guardians: 

Monthly meetings with guardians were organized at the centers and villages with the objective of 

“progress and development of the students depended on the joint efforts of parents and teachers”. 

During the meetings, education facilitators informed the parents about their ward’s progress on 

curricular activities and studies. Education center facilitators also visited the homes of the children 

and interacted with their parents regarding their children’s education. The main objective of 

organizing this program was to create a common platform where students' performances could be 

discussed to enrich their learning experience.  

This year, apart from the parent meetings, VOC facilitators made home visits and initiated 

discussions with parents about their ward progress and developed connections, communications, 

and collaboration among facilitators, parents, and students. The whole process sensitized the 

community on education issues as well as the overall development of a child.  

Computer Centers: 

This year, 59 young people and children and 2 women have been trained in 

basic computer skills. 

Computer centers cover the basic course in MS Office, Hindi, and English typing and the internet 

required in everyday life, such as creating an email account, searching in Google, and saving 

documents in the cloud. This year, both computer centers are operating well.  

The Computer Center initiative is a great opportunity for rural students to connect with the digital 

world and skill development.  Both Computer centers held 2 computer sessions. For AMAN, the first 

batch of computer training was scheduled from November 2021 to April 2022 and the second batch 

was scheduled from May 2022 to October 2022 in which 31 youngsters and 1 woman from 12 

villages have acquired basic computer knowledge. In the VIMARSH Field area, 28 children and 1 

woman learned in the computer basic course.  

Case study-1   



  

Sheetal lives in her maternal grandmother’s house in Chauna village of Almora District. There are 7 

members in Sheetal’s family. She has five siblings, her mother does farming and her father has a 

private job to maintain the family. Sheetal is studying for her Bachelor of Arts from distance mode 

and she has to come daily to learn to use the computer at AMAN Computer Center. Sheetal had 

computer lessons for 8 months, during which she learned to use the internet, Notepad, Microsoft 

Excel, Word and Painting and typing in English and Hindi Hindi typing. Sheetal has a good ability to 

learn. She walks three kilometers from Chauna to Govindpur every day for her computer lessons. 

Seeing the workers in the AMAN office she decided that she would like do some work. She is now 

working in CSC center in Daulaghat since August 2022. She learns and understands things quickly. 

After coming to the center her confidence and ability to make decisions has been enhanced. She 

thanks the organization and says that since she received the opportunity to learn and to use the 

computer, her confidence has increased, and is now able to stand in my own feet. 

 

 

Case Study-2 

Khasthi was married 8 years ago. She is the mother of a 5-year-old boy. Khasthi always wanted to 

contribute to the family income, but wherever she goes to find a job they demand computer skills. 

Because of her family's poor income, she could go to the city and learn to 

use the computer. When she came to the computer center run by the 

VIMARSH organization she was taunted by the villagers that she was 

learning computer with children, and what will she do after learning? But 

she kept on and has been continuously learning for three months along with 

responsibilities at home. She says that if she did not have this opportunity, 

she would never have been able to fulfill her dream. After marriage very few 

women are able to fulfill their dreams. She thanked the Voice of Children 

project. 

 

 

 

 

Counseling and Resource Centre- 

Both organizations help women, girls and children strengthen their lives and promote community 

well-being. During the period, VOC community Counselors provided counseling to women, 

vulnerable children, girls, and persons with special needs.   

In both areas, with the help of community counselors, 37 women connected with social security 

pension schemes of the Uttarakhand government and 6 women applied for the ration card.  2 

children and 2 people with special needs have applied and received disability pensions. A disability 



certificate was issued to 7 individuals with disabilities and subsequently, they received hearing aids 

and wheelchairs. 6 people applied for Caste Certificate. 7 adolescent girls connected with 

Government education schemes for girls.   A VOC Counselor in the Almora District also provided 

legal assistance to a girl in the Pathura village who was the victim of online cybercrime and a woman 

victim of domestic violence.  

AMAN persuaded the District Legal Cell Authority to organize the multipurpose camp to make 

people aware of their entitlements and apprise them about the availability of free legal services.  On 

24 April 2022, a multipurpose camp was conducted in the Govindpur Inter College Almora district 

with the support of the District Legal Cell Authority. The program was chaired by the honorable 

Secretary of District legal cell Authority and CDO (chief development tasked to oversee various 

developmental schemes of poverty alleviation). During the camp, 500 persons benefited by 

providing them certificates of different pension schemes, distribution of medicines, distribution of 

Agriculture tools and seeds at subsidized rates, and also the distribution of hearing aids and walking 

sticks to people with disabilities. This program spread awareness about welfare legislation and 

schemes, and helped strengthen the community’s access to the different government schemes.  

In Nainital, District VIMARSH women applied for the E-labor card through the resource center. 

VIMARSH also provided quality seeds of vegetables to 175 women.  

The counselor of both resource centers identified people and understood their legal needs and gave 

them appropriate legal advice and took other necessary steps. With the support of the resource 

center, awareness on Covid vaccinations was facilitated to the women and youth. Due to this 

awareness campaign, a positive impact was seen and most of the women and youth completed their 

vaccination process.  AMAN and VIMARSH also spread the awareness regarding Chief Minister 

Vatsalya Scheme launched' for the destitute children during the Covid-19 period.  

 

Child Name: Sapna (not her real name for security reasons) 

 Age: 17, Class: 12 

Topic: sexual abuse 

Sapna lives with her mother and siblings in a VOC Project village. Her father passed away when she 

was little. The children were brought up by her mother who worked as a laborer in other people’s 

fields. Her mother comes to the computer center run by VIMARSH and is a member of Kishori 

organization. One day, Sapna’s uncle, who used to live in their neighborhood, took her to Bhimtal 

fora kisan pension for her mother and after that they went to Haldwani and where he bought some 

things for her. He then took Sapna to a hotel to stay for the night but Sapna got scared, she insisted 

that he take her home. He tried again to take her to the hotel but she got scared and ran towards 

the road to her village in panic, but her uncle caught her from behind and tried to sexually assault 

her. Sapna pushed him away and got a ride in a truck and went home and told everything to her 

mother. Her aunt came and started apologizing to her but Sapna called 1098 and proceeded with a 

case against her uncle. The VIMARSH organization helped her and lodged an FIR at the police station. 

The legal process is on-going. Her mother was pressurized to withdraw the case but Sapna persisted. 

She is receiving regular counseling by the VIMARSH team. Sapna said, that after joining the Kishori 

organization she received the courage and faith that she needed to oppose this violence. 



 

 

Hand Made Cotton Sanitary Pads Making Training Program 

Regular health awareness meetings were organized for adolescent girls in both areas. The main 

topics of the monthly meetings were on menstrual hygiene and management, handmade cotton pad 

making, nutrition, Covid-Vaccine, online sexual abuse, and adolescent health. VOC started the 

monthly dialogue with adolescent girls on nutrition, health, hygiene, and mensuration issues. Last 

year both organizations conducted a training program on “handmade cotton sanitary pads making”. 

This year the result is reflected in the villages, women, and girls have started to make cotton pad in 

their homes. Many girls are also making the cotton pads in VOC resource centers and distributing 

them to the other girls who don’t have a sewing machine. This year 154 adolescent girls are 

connected with the Voice of Children menstrual hygiene and management programs. 

 

 

Scooter Driving Training Program  

In the last six months, both agencies have focused on a two-wheel training program for women. 10 

girls received scooter driving training. The girls in the training program shared their experience and 

said they became qualified in scooter riding because of this program as they always thought that 

two-wheeler was only for men.  

 

 

 

Name: Seema  

Block: hawalbagh 

Number of members in family: 4  

Seema  is a resident of Vajgal village. 

She lives with her mother, father and a 

brother. Seema's father runs a ration 

shop in Govindpur and her mother does 

farming. Her younger brother is studying 

in 12th standard. Seema studied up to 

12th at Daulaghat Inter College and she is now pursuing a B.Sc degree 

at the Almora Soban Singh Jeena campus.  Seema attended the AMAN 

scooter training classes and is now driving a scooter or bike to the 

college which makes it easier for her to attend classes. Now she 



reaches college every day on time. It has also made it easier for her to do household chores and 

bring home household items. 

Seema told AMAN that after learning to drive a two-wheeler, her confidence has increased, and she 

can easily come and go and thanked the organization for the opportunity.  

 

Fellowship to Children: 

69 poor children received fellowships to continue their studies. 

AMAN provided fellowship to 44 underprivileged children of the Hawalbag Block of Almora District.  

The organization provided financial assistance for learning materials such as note books, school 

books, stationery, bags, and school fees. The result is that the children from poor families are now 

able to access to all the required study material for their studies. Under this program VIMARSH has 

also supported 25 adolescent girls in their education.  

 

 

Four years continuous support through Fellowship motivated Payal 

to continue her studies. Payal is from Dangikhola, a village of 

Hawalbagh Block in Almora District. Payal is currently pursuing a 

degree in the Arts Stream and she is a first-semester student at the 

Soban Singh Jeena University. She is very dedicated to her studies. 

But the situation was not the same in previous years. She comes 

from a poor family and faced several economic crisises which 

affected her studies.  

Her mother and father both work for daily wages to maintain their 

family household. Primarily her mother does farming. Payal 

pursued her studies at a government school. Education up to class 

eighth is free for all the students in the government schools but 

after the eighth class, there are school expenses which her family was not able to maintain. For this 

reason, she was about to quit her studies and be forced to work on daily wages like her parents. Her 

family was unable to take care of her and her studies. Payal comes from one of the villages where 

the AMAN organization has been working actively for a long time. The local workers of the 

organization addressed the Payal’s problems and recommended for the Voice of Children fellowship 

program. The organization decided to help haer and she was selected for the fellowship program. 

She was provided a 4-year fellowship (Class 9th to 12th). She completed high school and then decided 

to study Arts. She passed her intermediate examination with second division in 2022. Payal and her 

family are now motivated for her further studies and after completing her intermediate studies her 

parents took responsibility. This year she got admission to Soban Singh Jeena University Almora in 

Arts stream.  

She is a regular student of the university which is located in the Almora city. As she would have to 

travel 34 Kilometers to attend her classes, she decided to get a room in the city. She rented a room 

and now attends her classes regularly. She is an NCC cadet and keeps an interest in extracurricular 

activities too.   

 



Children’s fair (Bal Mela) 

234 children participated in the Children’s Fair (Bal Mela). 

Two children’s fairs (Bal Mela) were organized by the Voice of Children. One children’s fair 

was held on 9th September 2022 at Govindpur Almora. The second children’s fair was held 

on 30 October 2022 at Simalkha Nainital. 232 Children from the VOC project area and other 

nearby villages took part in the program. All the children participated in various activities 

such as discourse, painting, short plays, essay writing, and cultural programs. The children’s 

fairs promote peer learning and sharing of thought and expression.  

 

Community Awareness program 

Different community awareness programs were organized on the importance of education and its 

impact. Both the organizations, conducted meetings with women’s groups and met with the head of 

local self-governance and other representatives about rural children’s education and the functioning 

of libraries.  

 

Meetings with children 

About 212 Children participated in the Children’s Monthly meetings. Monthly meetings were 

organized with the children’s groups every month in both areas. The topics of the groups held by 

VIMARSH were on child rights and safety, precaution during Covid-19, protection of children against 

sexual offense - good touch and bad touch, the right to education, gender discrimination and child 

labor. AMAN organized monthly meeting on “prevention from child abuse”, “children’s day”, “water 

conservation”, “child rights”, a “Children Newspaper”, domestic violence, child labor, health savings, 

writing skills, and government scholarship programs.  

Monthly meetings provided a platform where children shared their problems and views and 

collectively learned about problem resolution. 

In the field area of AMAN, children have started collectively saving for their health needs. The 

collective savings educated them about the importance of health savings and are developing a habit 

of saving. At present, 69 children are associated with the collective health-saving program.  

In the Nainital District members of children’s groups collectively submitted a memorandum to the 

Local Self Governance open meeting regarding the construction of their school path. This initiative of 

the children leads the child participation at the local level for better services.  

Monthly Women’s Meetings  

About 334 women took part in the different monthly meetings.  Awareness programs for the 

women’s group is implemented through the monthly meetings. Subjects of the monthly meetings 

were “Covid Vaccination”, “Demand for work under MNERGA”, “Government schemes”, “Domestic 

violence and helpline number”, “Violence against women”, “International women’s day”, “Education 

support centers”, “Vaccination of Women and Children”, “Nutrition”, “Participation of women in 



local self-governance”, “women leadership building” and “School Management Committee”. These 

meetings were held in all the project villages.  

Some cluster meetings were also organized in both areas.  

Celebration of International Women’s Day was organized by VIMARSH. More than 100 women 

participated in this program and addressed the issue of violence against women.  

The celebration of international Women’s Day was also organized by the AMAN at Govindpur. 105 

women members and local self-governance representatives participated. All the programs were 

facilitated by women leaders. Women had some skits and songs against the violence against women. 

 

 

Case Study 

Kiran is a resident of Rankhila village of 

Almora District. Kiran and her husband 

have one child. Kiran husband has a private 

job in a Delhi. Kiran maintains her family by 

doing agriculture and labour in the village. 

Kiran has studied up to 12th standard. She 

has been associated with AMAN for the 

last two years. She regularly attends the 

meetings. Kiran remains active in the 

women’s organization; she tries to 

understand and learn everything. For some 

time, at the Rankhila Community Health 

Center in Baiskhet children and pregnant 

women were not getting regular 

vaccinations. In August 2022, Kiran, along 

with other women in the village, had a 

meeting with ANM Devika Joshi of the community health center. Since then, the children 

and pregnant women are getting regular vaccines and information. In an open meeting held 

in the village, Kiran talked about the water problem of the village. There was no water 

coming of out the taps. Kiran wrote an application to the water department with the 

support of the women’s group to repair the pipeline. The pipeline has been repaired and 

water is now coming regularly for one hour. She thanks AMAN for the women’s organization 

and getting to work and learn with women.  

Staff capacity building meeting-  

Staff meetings were organized for the smooth implementation of the program in both areas. 

Education facilitators prepared education learning materials and discussed them during the 

meetings. Problem and challenges were also discussed for the successful implementation of the 

program. 



 

Other Activities organized  

1- VIMARSH celebrated International Women’s Day in Nainital on 8 March 2022. 20 
women representatives of the VOC project area participated. The main discussion 
was held on the issues of protection of women against domestic violence and 
women and girls trafficking and prevention.  

2- VIMARSH organized the Stakeholder Dialogue Programme at the block development 
office Bheemtal. Women in the area participated in the programme. Along with the 
women, government officers, doctors, and education department officers also 
participated. During the program women raised the problems of pregnant women 
and delivery due to the lack of proper roads, irregularities in the distribution of take-
home rations for pregnant women, lactating mothers and children, etc.  

3- AMAN organized the income generation training program for rural women at 
Govindpur from 20th to 25th April 2022. 30 women participated. The training program 
focused on the preparation and preservation of juice from local fruit. During the 
training programme women prepared rhododendron juice for the group.  
 

4- In the Almora district, on April 30th, youth of Voice of Children organized an 
awareness drive and rally for a school admission campaign and encouraged the 
community to enrol children in a government school. Awareness on agro-based child 
labour eradication was carried out in which dialogue with farmers and employers 
were made to expound them about the child labour laws and ill effect of child labour 
 

5- Some international and important days were also celebrated in VOC field area such 
as Environment Day, Right to Play day, menstrual hygiene day, Anti Child labour day, 
International Youth Day, Global action month etc. All the campaigns were conducted 
in the VOC field area with active support of local community  

 

 
 

 


