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by Lynn Beck, TRAS Scholarship Fund Director.  

Lynn reported on the past year and added news about the students since COVID-19 disrupted 
life.  

“During this difficult time of COVID-19, the studies of our students in the scholarship fund have 
been thrown into disarray. We have heard from our partners and thankfully all of our students 
have returned to their families and are well. 
We have just heard from our senior partner, Munsel-ling School in the Spiti Valley. Luckily 
Spiti is a remote community, the virus has not entered the valley and the leaders are taking 
strict precautionary measures, such as the closure of all schools. However, a trial of online 
teaching to students who had returned to their villages was not successful. Many of the remote 
villages are not connected to the internet and parents are ill-equipped to help their children. 
So Munsel-ling became creative. College graduates from the TSF have volunteered as teachers 
in their respective villages and even the current college students have been asked to assist and 
are happy to give back. Tashi Tsomo with a BSc in mathematics is teaching in her village of 
Ramrik and Tenzin Yangzom in her village of Chicham. 
One of our first students to have graduated from the TSF, Tenzin Angmo, is now a fully qualified 
teacher and is working hard at Munsel-ling School. Since in-class teaching is banned, some 
‘back door’ teaching is happening in the hostels where a few students remain, in well-ventilated 
spaces, supplemented with some online classes. 
 
The current 6 TSF students in Spiti are studying online, in spite of internet issues. 2 new 
candidates have been selected for 2020-2021: Lobsang Dolma for a BSc degree program and 
Tenzin Wangmo for a BA degree. 
 
Voice of Children currently has 8 students, with 3 more to be selected for this year. One of the 
students being supported by your donations is Pooja Arya. She is finishing her third year of a 
bachelor degree in business with her favourite subjects being income tax and accounts! She is 
ambitious and wants to pursue an MBA at a top university and is already prepping at home. As 
is true of all the scholarship recipients, her family income is below the poverty line and she 
would not be pursuing her dreams without your donations to the TSF. 
 
Dekyiling Tibetan Settlement has 3 students, Tenzin Kunchok, Yeshi Phenden and Tenzin 
Thinlay who are pursuing their courses online. Dekyiling has decided not to select new students 
for next year. 
 
As to be expected, there is a wide variety in the ability of the colleges to provide online courses 
and exams. Some students are easily able to continue their studies and write their exams online 
whereas some colleges have been temporarily closed. 
 
The TRAS board has decided to continue to support our students in their online studies. We 
fully expect that each situation will be unique and have its own challenges. Some programs may 
be delayed. However, as is the case in Canada, students are expected to pay tuition fees for 
ongoing courses. 
 



The success of the Scholarship Fund has been its ability to be flexible in meeting the needs of 
its students. TRAS is prepared to meet this challenge in these difficult times. 
Please continue to support our wonderful scholarship students during this terrible pandemic. 

 


