On March 3, 2021 TRAS held a Zoom event with Raghu Tewari, Kanchan Bhandari and Nilima

Bhatt from the project to learn about the inspiring and impactful work they do for
children and youth in remote Himalayan villages.

Raghu Tewari is the founder and Managing Trustee of the non-profit,
AMAN (meaning Peace), in Almora. He has dedicated the past 30 years
to the non-profit sector, strengthening grassroots social actions and
building community capacity through program support, training and
alliance building. Currently, his focus is on child rights, local self-
governance, community forestry, women’s empowerment and
diversification of livelihood options for local people to build an
equitable society. Raghu was born in a remote village of Almora
district. He has a Master’s degree in Political Science and Social Work,
and a Bachelor’s degree in Law.

Kanchan Bhandari is a social worker with over 20 years of experience
advocating for children and women, and striving for a world free of
gender inequality and discrimination. She founded the non-profit
Vimarsh in Nainital in 2000, and has been recognized for her
contributions to child protection and the prevention of sexual
harassment of women. In 2019, she was awarded the Gender Equality
Champion Award by the Nainital district administration. In 2020, the
Government of the state of Uttarakhand conferred on her the
prestigious Tilu Rauteli Award for her exemplary work and service.
Kanchan has an MA in Sociology and a Master of Social Work degree.

Nilima Bhatt is passionate about the Himalaya and improving life for
mountain communities. As Executive Coordinator of AMAN since
2003, she is committed to child rights, gender equality, rural
development, and ecological governance. Her dedication to the
wellbeing of adolescent girls has motivated young girls to attend
school, get educated, live in a safe, respectful and healthy environment
and be confident as they witness change around them. She is a member
of the Almora Child Welfare Committee and Committee Against
Sexual Harassment, and is Convenor of Campaign Against Child
Labour. Nilima has a Master’s degree in Social Work.

Together, Raghu and Kanchan created the Voice of Children (VOC) project to address the severe
problems of inequitable access to education, child labour, child marriage, lack of primary health care
and general lack of opportunity for children in mountain villages surrounding Almora and Nainital.

Click here to see their Power Point presentation


https://tras.ca/urgent/voice-of-children/
https://tras.ca/wp-content/uploads/Voice-of-Children-PPT-28-Feb-2021.pdf

